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NEW ENGLAND COLLEGE 
CONFERENCE. 

The Annual Conference of the New England 
College Associations met with the Society of 
Christian Brethren of Harvard University, | 
February 20-22. One hundred and twenty | 
students represented eight colleges and four | 
prominent preparatory schools. This is the 
largest number of students ever assembled at 
an Association Conference composed exclu- 
sively of students. 

A meeting of prayer for the presence of the 
Holy S,i-‘it was held on Friday afternoon. | 
The Friday evening meeting was opened with 


hearty words of greeting by Mr. Strong, presi- 
dent of the society in Harvard, followed by an | 
address of welcome by Rev.A. P. Peabody, 
D.D. Mr. Russell Sturgis, Jr., of Boston, a 
graduate of Harvard and a member of the Inter- 
national Committee of Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, gave a rapid survey of the extent 
of Association work, and an exposition of its | 
purpose. He was followed by the Rev. Phillips 
Brooks of Boston, also a Harvard graduate. 

The day sessions on Saturday were occupied 
with interesting discussions on college Chris- 
tian fellowship, the development of mis- 
sionary spirit, individual work, the college 
prayer meeting, and the maintenance of inter- 
collegiate relations. 

The first hour of the evening session was 
devoted to reports from the Associations at 
Williams, Dartmouth, Brown, Yale, Amherst, 
and the other colleges represented, 

Mr. Wm. E. Dodge, of New York, was then 
introduced, and presented to the prospective 
business and professional men before him an 





idea of the wide and varied field of Christian 
usefulness open to the college graduate. The 
effect of his address can best be described in 
the words of a Harvard law student who said | 
at the close of the Conference, “ Well, Mr. 
Dodge’s address has made me an Association 
worker for life.” 


The deep spiritual power of the consecration 
meeting Sunday morning cannot be described. 
It is the testimony of several who have at- 
tended many such meetings that never in their 
experience has a company of college students 
been favored with so blessed a season of com- 
munion and fellowship with God. It seemed 
to be a crisis in the lives of many present. 

On Sunday afternoon the Bible training 
class was considered. The Amherst Associa- 
tion reported twenty groups of students, with 
about five in each, which meet once a week to 


| study the Word, with the view of ascertain- 
|ing its answers to the various objections 


offered for not accepting Christ. They do a 
great deal of individual work between the 
meetings, which suggests topics for this study. 
Yale reported a similar system. A lively dis- 
cussion followed, and the promises made at the 
farewell mecting to inaugurate Bible study in- 
dicated the deep interest it had awakened. 

Rev. A. J, Gordon, D.D., of Boston, then de. 
livered a forcible and deeply spiritual address 
on ‘The Word of God and the Man of God.” 

The Sunday evening meeting was largely 
attended. The Harvard Glee Club furnished 
excellent music. Rev. A. McKenzie, D_D., of 
Cambridge, sent a letter to the Conference 
congratulating it upon the wide-spread influ- 
ence of the Young Meu’s Christian Association 
in colleges. Mr. Edward Clifford, of London, 
was the next speaker, and Mr. H. M Moore, 
of Boston, a member of the International 
Committee, made the closing address. 

The delegates and a number of Harvard 
students then repaired to Holden Chapel, where 
the farewell meeting was held. At least fifty 
men spoke, and, as a reporter of a Boston 
paper wrote, ‘‘If those men carry out their 
promises there will be a sweeping revival in 
There 
will be a revival ; a revival of Bible study, a 
revival of individual work, a quiet lasting 
spiritual work which will extend around the 
entire circuit of the college year. 


the New England colleges very soon.” 
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International Convention at Atlanta, Ga 


May 13-17. 


Don't fail to be represented 





Nearly two hundred students were present 
at the Ohio Convention in Columbus, February 
12-15. 
ever assembled at an Association Convention, 
State or International. 


This is the largest number of students 


—_— — +> — 





The college delegates at the New York 
State Convention report a very profitable dis- 
cussion of the college work. 


——— i 





The Indiana College Conference will meet 
in April, but the exact date is not yet deter- 
mined. John G. Blake, chairman of the 
Indiana, and the College 


Secreiary will be present. 


college work in 





uw 





C. K. Ober is spending this month visiting 
the College Associations in Virginia and North 
and South Carolina, 





| A 


L. D. Wishard is devoting the most of this 
month to the College Associations in Indiana. 





The College Secretary has just issued blanks 
calling for the annual report of every College 
Association. The accuracy of his report to 
the International Committee is conditioned 
by that of the Corresponding Secretaries. He 
is seeking to make a more complete report this 
year than ever. The Committee desire it, 
and it is due the financial supporters of the 
college work. Their liberality renders this 
work possible, and they have a right to the 
most exact information concerning its progress 
and results, 

In addition to this it may be stated that the 
strongest argument commending this work to 
the colleges not yet organized, consists of the 
facts of the work, And it is in order to get 
possession of these facts that we are sending 
out this call for reports. 

With this brief explanation the College 
Secretary feels justified in urgently requesting 
the Corresponding Secretaries to be prompt 
and accurate in making their returns. 





2 ——— 


MEDICAL STUDENTS MISSIONARY 
CONFERENCE. 

The sixth meeting of this kind, since the 
work was inaugurated two years ago. was 
held Sunday, March 1st, in the Association 
building at Philadelphia. The program was 
thoroughly worked up by Mr. T. L. King, the 
president, and other members of the Association 
in the medical department of the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. McConaughy, general 
secretary of the Philadelphia Association. 

Fully five hundred medical students from 
the University of Pennsylvania, Jefferson, and 
the Women's Medical Colleges assembled at 
2.30 P. M. After a brief explanation of the 
purpose of these conferences by the College 
Secretary, he introduced Rey. Mr, Luther,a for- 
mer missionary in Burmah, who spoke of the 
need of medical missions in that country and 
India. Rev. James Cameron, M.D., who after 
spending a number of years in China, has re- 
turned to take a medical course in better pre- 
paration for his work, then spoke with great 
earnestness of the need of such work in China 
and Thibet. After Rev. Mr. Dale, of Syria, 
spoke, Prof. Agnew, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, heartily endorsed the work, and 
gave an interesting account of the Christian 
medical college which is soon to be founded 
in Japan. 

Mr. King then conducted a ‘‘ quiz,” which 
lasted an hour and was freely participated in 
by students in asking questions which were 
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answered by the missionaries and secretaries 
Luther of the Baptist Board, and Mitchell of 
the Presbyterian Board, and by ministers 
noted for their missionary intelligence, includ- 
Rev. Drs. Pierson and Boardman. One of the 
most impressive features of this part of the 
service was an earnest address by Miss Field, 
of China, called forth in answer to a question 
concerning woman's work in medical missions. 

At 5.30 a recess of an hour and a half was 
taken, during which lunch was served by the 
Philadelphia Association 

When the Conference re-assembled, the 
first speaker was Dr. Atterbury, of China, 
who has for some time had charge of the 
hospital at Tien Tsin. His graphic presenta- 
tion of the medical missionary’s work was 
such as could only be given by one who had 
acquired rare experience in the field. 

Rev. Arthur Mitchell, D.D. then delivered 
a stirring address on the ca]l to the work, and 
Prof. Parvin, of Jefferson Medical College, 


made a very impressive appeal to the students | 


to honestly consider its clain's. 

At 9.30 the Conference closed, and the three 
following classes of students were invited to 
for a the 
parlor: those who hed decided to go, those 


remain consecration meeting in 
whom the Conference had impressed with a 
desire to go, and those who, while not having 
yet actually experienced this desire, were anx- 
ious to attain such a degree of consecration 
that they would be willing to go anywhere for 
Christ. 

Nearly one hunéred and fifty students re- 
mained, and spent an hour of solemn, waiting 
before God. 
the reasons which had cecided them to go. 
Others that the had led 
them to honestly consider the claims of the 


Several students briefly related 


said Conference 
work, and many offered prayers of consecra- 
tion and for guidance in consideration of the 
great call. 

One of the missionary secretaries said at the 
close, ‘‘ This Conference means an increase of 
the medical missionary force.” 

This certainly is the purpose of these gath- 
erings, and it is hoped that they may be held 
more frequently in the future, 

LA 
THE GENERAL SECRETARYSHIP. 

The increase of late in the number of col- 
lege students who contemplate entering the 
secretaryship is very gratifying. As a thor- 
ough knowledge of the methods of work pur- 
sued in well organized Associations is neces 
sary before such action is taken, the Interna- 








tional Committee would be glad to correspond 
with any students in the lower classes who wish 
to look into this matter and advise with them 
as to visits which they might make to such 
Associations during vacations. Also to supply 
them with the pamphlet on ‘ The Office and 
work of a General Secretary,” and other sugges- 
tive reading matter. Men who have the lead- 
ing qualifications described in these pamphlets 
and who are willing to consecrate them to the 
service of Christ among young men are greatly 
needed, But on the other hand, many an Asso- 
ciation has been wrecked and many a secretary 
bitterly disappointed, because of his entrance 
upon the work without a thorough examina. 
tion, first, of the office and work of a secretary, 
and second, of his own fitness for it. 
Ue 

NOTES FROM ABROAD. 

The following extracts from a letter from 
Edinburgh University to the London ‘ Chris- 
tian,” of February 19th, cannot fail to interest 
the members of College Associations, and enlist 
our prayers for the continuance of this work. 

‘*A wonderful work of grace is going on in 
It had been 


Focieties 


remarked that 


the 


our University. 
the Christian students 
had of late 
oped in spirituality. I am inclined to trace 
the rise of the tide back to Major Whittle’s 
1880. Mr. 
Moody's meetings in the following year helped 


among 


increased in number, and devel 


meetings with the students in 


on the work ; and since the first-named date 
I have had the joy of knowing a band of con- 
secrated young men, chiefly from the Arts 


. 
Classes, who met together weekly, to ery to 


God for the salvation of their professors and 
fellow students, and sought grace so to order 
their steps, and so to influence their fellows 
that a deep and real revival of religion might 
be the result. A system of visitation was 
commenced, two generally going in company 
to the lodging of one, and many individual 
souls were thus brought to Christ. 

‘But the event that has precipitated the 
shower of blessing that is falling in cur midst, 
is the recent visit of the two young athletes 
from Cambridge, who are now on their way 
to preach Christ to the Chinese. Students, 
like other young men, are apt to regard pro- 
fessedly religious men of their own age as 
wanting in manliness, unfit for the river or 
cricket-field, and only good for psalm-singing 
and pulling a long face. But the big, mus- 
cular hands and long aims of the ex-captain 
of the Cambridge eight, stretched out in en 
treaty, while he elequently told the old story 
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of redeeming love, capsized their theory ; and 
when Mr. C. T. Studd, a name to them famil- 
jar as a household word, and perhaps the 
greatest gentleman bowler in England, sup- 
plemented his brother athlete's words by quiet 
but intense and burning utterances of personal 
testimony to the love and power of a personal 
Saviour, opposition and criticism were alike 
disarmed, and professors and students to- 
gether were seen in tears, to be followed in 
the after-meeting by the glorious sight of pro- 
fessors dealing with students, and students 
with one another. 

“ Messrs. Studd and Stanley Smith addressed 
the students for the last time in the Free 
Assembly Hall, January 23. About 600 out 
of 3,000 were present, and a deep impression 
was produced 

**On the following Sunday night, Professor 
Henry Drummond addressed the students in 
the Odd Fellows’ Hall, when probably 1,000 
were present Students are essentially hero- 
fertile 


the gods they specially 


worshippers, and hard muscle and 
brain seem to be 
revere. They had already found two of their 
muscular heroes in vital union with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and now they listened to an in- 
tellectual giant, who looked no older than 
this Jesus—a 


themselves, glorifying same 


scientist preaching the gospel. This last sur- 
prise seemed to have been the means used by 
God to topple over the absurd idea that Christ 
meant cant, and the devil meant manliness ; 
and when Professor Greenfield, M.D., who is 
regarded as a man of brain-power and of 
scientific attainments second to none in the 
University, stood up, and in tearful and 
broken sentences, almost child-like in their 
simplicity, urged the students to come to 
Jesus, a scene ensued which everyone who 
saw it declares to have been unexampled in 
his experience, 
were dealt with, the difficulty being to find a 


Whole rows of weeping men 


sufficient number of workers, 

‘In Professor Drummond we have found, or 
rather God has sent us, the man best adapted 
to draw students to a meeting, and to preach 
the gospel to them there. His present scien- 
tific popularity made them curious to see him ; 
his youthful face and unconventional, almost 
boyish manner, won their goodwill ; and his 
simple and striking way of lifting up Christ, 


apart from any thought-distracting considera- 


tions abvut Him, such as the naming of re- 
pentance, faith, &c., concentrated their atten 
tion on the Son of God; and as they saw his 
love and their own ingratitude side by side, 


hearts were broken and wills surrendered. 





‘** The next Sunday evening I took the meet- 
ing and told the story of my conversion. | Dr. 
Woodhead, one of the medical tutors, was 
chairman, and he and Professor Greenfield 
led in prayer. The meeting was compara- 
tively small, but several found peace during 
the address, and a number were dealt with at 
the close. 

**On Sunday, February 8, Professor Drum. 
mond again addressed a crowded assemblage, 
Professors Grainger Stewart and Simpson 
being present; and the presence and power of 
the Holy Ghost were even more manifest than 
on the former occasion,” 

Me 
COLLEGE ITEMS. 

EARLHAM COLLEGE, Richmond, Ind.—A 
deep religious interest has prevailed here, re. 
sulting in a number of conversions. 

HARTSVILLE UNIVERsITy, Hartsville, Ind. 
—A revival here has reached almost every 
unconverted student in college. 

MARIETTA COLLEGE, Marietta, Ohio.—The 
faculty has given the Association a room, 
which the members are taking steps to fur- 
nish. 

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY, Cleve 
land, Ohio.—This Association is also about to 
furnish a room provided by the faculty. 

CULLEOKA INsTITUTE, Culleoka, Tenn — 
The students here are rejoicing over their 
semi-annual revival. The school year is di- 
vided into two sessions, and as soon as the new 
students enter, the Association moves for them, 
and invariably reaches a number, Let all the 
College Associations learn a lesson from these 
earnest boys in Tennessee. 

Jouns Hopkins UNIverstity, Baltimore, 
Md.—A social reception to the active mem- 
bers and friends of the Association was held 
at the home of President Gilman, March 3. 
C, K. Ober was present. An hour was given 
to informal conference concerning the work, 
interrupted finally by President Gilman's in- 
vitation to refreshments, which met with a 
unanimous and hearty response. The Asso 
ciation hymn, ‘* Blessed be the tie,” sung in 
the true Association manner, closed a very 
pleasant and profitable meeting. 

VireGinta Mitirary InstiruTe, Lexing 
ton, Va.—This Association sent three dele 
gates to the State Convention, at Roanoke, 
February 19-22. They returned deeply im- 
pressed with the impo:tance of personal work, 
and promptly and prayerfully took up this 
much neglected line of Christian effort. Z'hir- 
teen cadels have already confessed Cirist, and 
the work is still going on. Pray for them! 
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